2001: A Birthday Odyssey
Posted on September 9, 2025 by bat
[image: Character Style: Kemlo and Krillie]This is Storybook 5 in “The Further Adventures of Kemlo & Krillie in Space” series. It is produced using Google Gemini Storybooks AI App which lets you create a customized picture book, for either children or adults, given a topic, an optional target audience age, and an optional art style for the images.
Prompt: Create a Storybook with title “2001: A Birthday Odyssey”. Use the background given in the attached document to write a storybook for a teenager target audience about the Further Adventures of Kemlo and Krillie who are teenagers who live on Satellite Belt K in Earth Orbit. Keep the character appearance and name badge label and position on clothing consistent with the attached image. No national flags to be visible and no national or recognizable corporate insignia on clothing or spacesuits. Make sure to use design of the green “Space Runabout” spaceship as in the attached images. The occupants always face the nose when seated inside the craft which has a fully enclosed cockpit cover.
It’s Kemlo’s Birthday! Krillie is joined Kemlo in his cabin on Satellite Belt K. A large window looks out to the Earth with blue oceans shimmering below. On the cabin wall is a movie poster for the film “2001: A Space Odyssey”. Kemlo and Krillie are off duty for the day. Krillie excitedly tells Kemlo that she has made a reservation for a birthday excursion to the “2001 Station” which neither of them have visited before.
Kemlo and Krillie leave Satellite Belt K in Kemlo’s green “Space Runabout” two seater spaceship for the orbital journey across to the far side of Earth.
Kemlo and Krillie approach the “2001 Space Station” actually completed some five decades after the 2001 year in which the movie set. It has two concentric wheel shaped structures attached to a central hub. The designers deliberately used a visual appearance similar to the space station in the movie.
Kemlo pilots his Space Runabout to align with the central hub and face on to the wheels. He engages the 2001 Space Station Gravity Rays with those on his spaceship causing the space runabout to start to rotate at exactly the same rate as the space station. Krillie suggests they deploy a drone to take a selfie image of them approaching the station.
Kemlo carefully manipulates the position of the space runabout to look similar to the a shot of the “PanAm Shuttle” approaching the space station in the movie. Krillie notes that the shot will make a great addition to an article for her “Space Diary”
After landing and disembarking, Kemlo and Krillie change into fashionable 22nd Century Retro-Future clothing with neon highlights and make their way into the reception area for the fashionable “Earthrim Cocktail Lounge”.
Krillie has arranged a window table with fantastic views over the Earth and its Blue Oceans. They are served with bright colourful fruit juice cocktails. They sit looking out as the planet below rotates under them.
Kemlo and Krille have returned to the space station and both are still dressed in their 22nd Century Retro-Future clothing. Krillie is walking along the Satellite belt-K station corridors towards Kemlo’s cabin. Under her arm is a wrapped present with a box large enough for a poster.
Krillie is with Kemlo in his cabin having given Kemlo his birthday gift. It is the selfie image of their Space Runabout approaching the 2001 Space Station.
Include a final image of Kemlo and Krillie in the observation level of satellite Belt K along with a diverse group of male and female teenage Space Scouts and some smaller children cheering and waving as they look out at a colourful drone show spelling out the words “Happy Birthday Kemlo!”
The storybook uses background created previously using AI tools based on the Kemlo Spaceworld series of books by E.C. Eliott published in 1954 to 1963. It uses images and PDF of the contents of this blog post: https://blog.inf.ed.ac.uk/atate/2025/09/10/kemlo-and-krillie-briefing/
There are a number of technical issues with the illustrations even after a few correction requests. Lack of consistency of the Space Runabout, though a sample image was provided. The drones are shown with rotating blades which would not work in space. The dual concentric ring space station appears differently in various illustrations and the selfie and later poster of the selfie are not really as I was prompting and editing for.
[image: The Further Adventures of Kemlo and Krillie in Space]
The Storybook produced is available at: https://gemini.google.com/share/51c819c809ff or PDF Format.
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Note: version for editing (needs Ai Austin author login) is here (Development Notes).
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2001: A Birthday Odyssey

By Ai Austin
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he Earth, a swirling marble of

blue and white, hung

majestically outside Kemlo’s
cabin window on Satellite Belt K. It
was his eighteenth birthday, and
though the view was always
spectacular, today it felt extra special.
The cabin walls were adorned with a
classic movie poster - "2001: A Space
Odyssey” - flanking a sleek, futuristic
computer on his desk. A
knock at the door, and Krillie, his best
friend, burst in, her eyes sparkling
with excitement. "Happy Birthday,
Kemlo!" she exclaimed. "I've made a
reservation for us! We're going to the
'2001 Station'l"
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Kemlo's eyes widened. The "2001
Station" was a legendary orbital
landmark, a massive concentric-wheel
structure they'd only ever seen in holos.
They quickly changed into their flight
suits, the familiar pale uniforms, and
headed to the hangar. Soon, they were
settled in the cockpit of Kemlo’s
personal green Space Runabout, its
engines humming softly. With a final
check of the controls, Kemlo piloted
them away from the familiar embrace
of Satellite Belt K, setting a course for
the far side of Earth.
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The journey was a blur of stars and the
deep, silent expanse of space. As they
rounded the Earth, a magnificent sight
appeared: "Spacestation V,"
affectionately known as the "2001
Spacestation." Its two colossal,
concentric wheels, meticulously
designed to evoke the classic film, spun
gracefully, a testament to decades of
orbital engineering. It was even
grander than the holos, a true marvel
hanging in the void.
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"Alright, time for the tricky bit,” Kemlo
announced, his hands deftly working
the controls. He began to align the
Space Runabout with the central hub's
entrance doors, which were open, a
gaping maw in the station's side. As
they drew closer, he engaged the
spacestation's gravity rays,
synchronising their rotation with the
station's own. "This is incredible!"
Krillie breathed, already reaching for
her personal device. "We have to get a
selfie! I'll deploy the drone."
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Kemlo, with a mischievous grin,
carefully manipulated the runabout into
a specific position. "Like this?" he
asked, referencing a classic image.
Krillie gasped. "Perfect! Just like the
PanAm Shuttle approaching the station
in the movie! This shot is going to
make an amazing addition to my 'Space
Diary'!" The drone whirred, capturing
the moment, a tiny green ship against
the backdrop of the colossal, spinning
station with its concentric wheels.
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After a smooth landing and
disembarkation, Kemlo and Krillie
made their way to the changing rooms.
Moments later, they emerged,
transformed. Gone were their pale
flight suits, replaced by vibrant 22nd
Century Retro-Future clothing,
complete with subtle neon highlights
that pulsed with energy. Kemlo's outfit
was a sleek blue, while Krillie's was a
chic orange and cream. They felt a buzz
of excitement as they headed towards
the reception area of the fashionable
"Earthrim Cocktail Lounge."
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Krillie had, of course, secured a
window table. The view was
breathtaking. Below them, the Earth
spun slowly, a mesmerising tapestry of
blue oceans and swirling clouds. They
were served bright, colourful fruit juice
cocktails, each a miniature galaxy in a
glass. They sipped slowly, their eyes
wide, completely captivated by the
silent, majestic dance of their home
planet. It was the perfect birthday treat.
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Later that day, back on Satellite Belt K,
Krillie walked along the familiar
corridors towards Kemlo's cabin. She
was still dressed in her stylish Retro-
Future clothes, a large, wrapped present
tucked carefully under her arm. It was
roughly the size of one of the movie
posters on Kemlo's wall, and a
secretive, happy smile played on her
lips. She couldn't wait to see his
reaction.
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Inside Kemlo's cabin, the present was
unveiled. It was a framed print, a
perfect, high-resolution copy of the
selfie image they had taken earlier -
their green Space Runabout, with its
fully enclosed canopy, perfectly
mimicking the PanAm Shuttle,
approaching the magnificent "2001
Spacestation” with its concentric
wheels. Kemlo's face lit up. "Krillie, this
is amazing!" he exclaimed. With a little
help, they found the perfect spot for it,
right next to the "2001: A Space
Odyssey" movie poster, a new piece of
history on his wall.
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Against the inky blackness of space, a
constellation of luminous drones
danced and swirled, forming brilliant,
glowing letters: "Happy Birthday
Kemlo!" Cheers erupted from the Space
Scouts and children, their waves and
shouts echoing through the observation
deck. Kemlo and Krillie exchanged a
happy glance, knowing this was a
birthday odyssey they would never
forget.
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