2001: A Birthday Odyssey

By Ai Austin




The Earth, a swirling marble of
blue and white, hung majestically
outside Kemlo’s cabin window on
Satellite Belt K. It was his
eighteenth birthday, and though
the view was always spectacular,
today it felt extra special. The cabin
walls were adorned with a classic
movie poster — "2001: A Space
Odyssey" - flanking a sleek,
futuristic computer on his desk.
Above, a shelf held a collection of
miniature models, including the
iconic Tin Tin rocket and Gerry
Anderson's Supercar. A knock at
the door, and Krillie, his best

friend, burst in, her eyes sparkling
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Kemlo's eyes widened. The "2001
Station" was a legendary orbital
landmark, a massive concentric-
wheel structure they'd only ever
seen in holos. They quickly changed
into their flight suits, the familiar
pale uniforms, and headed to the
hangar. Soon, they were settled in
the cockpit of Kemlo’s personal
green Space Runabout, its engines
humming softly. With a final check
of the controls, Kemlo piloted them
away from the familiar embrace of

Satellite Belt K, setting a course for
the far side of Earth.
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The journey was a blur of stars and
the deep, silent expanse of space. As
they rounded the Earth, a
magnificent sight appeared:
"Spacestation V," affectionately
known as the "2001 Spacestation."
Its two colossal, concentric wheels,
meticulously designed to evoke the
classic film, spun gracefully, a
testament to decades of orbital
engineering. It was even grander
than the holos, a true marvel

hanging in the void.
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"Alright, time for the tricky bit,"
Kemlo announced, his hands deftly
working the controls. He began to
align the Space Runabout with the
central hub's entrance doors, which
were open, a gaping maw in the
station's side. As they drew closer,
he engaged the spacestation's
gravity rays, synchronising their
rotation with the station's own.
"This is incredible!" Krillie
breathed, already reaching for her
personal device. "We have to get a
selfie! I'll deploy the drone."
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Kemlo, with a mischievous grin,
carefully manipulated the runabout
into a specific position. "Like this?"
he asked, referencing a classic
image. Krillie gasped. "Perfect! Just
like the PanAm Shuttle approaching
the station in the movie! This shot
is going to make an amazing
addition to my 'Space Diary'!" The
drone whirred, capturing the
moment, a tiny green ship against
the backdrop of the colossal,
spinning station with its concentric

wheels.
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After a smooth landing and
disembarkation, Kemlo and Krillie
made their way to the changing
rooms. Moments later, they
emerged, transformed. Gone were
their pale flight suits, replaced by
vibrant 22nd Century Retro-Future
clothing, complete with subtle neon
highlights that pulsed with energy.
Kemlo's outfit was a sleek blue,
while Krillie's was a chic orange and
cream. They felt a buzz of
excitement as they headed towards
the reception area of the fashionable

"Earthrim Cocktail Lounge."
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Krillie had, of course, secured a
window table. The view was
breathtaking. Below them, the
Earth spun slowly, a mesmerising
tapestry of blue oceans and swirling
clouds. They were served bright,
colourful fruit juice cocktails, each a
miniature galaxy in a glass. They
sipped slowly, their eyes wide,
completely captivated by the silent,
majestic dance of their home planet.

[t was the perfect birthday treat.
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Later that day, back on Satellite Belt
K, Krillie walked along the familiar
corridors towards Kemlo's cabin.
She was still dressed in her stylish
Retro-Future clothes, a large,
wrapped present tucked carefully
under her arm. It was roughly the
size of one of the movie posters on
Kemlo's wall, and a secretive, happy
smile played on her lips. She

couldn't wait to see his reaction.



Inside Kemlo's cabin, the present
was unveiled. It was a framed print,
a perfect, high-resolution copy of
the selfie image they had taken
earlier — their green Space
Runabout, with its fully enclosed
canopy, perfectly mimicking the
PanAm Shuttle, approaching the
magnificent "2001 Spacestation”
with its concentric wheels. Kemlo's
face lit up. "Krillie, this is amazing!"
he exclaimed. With a little help,
they found the perfect spot for it,
right next to the "2001: A Space
Odyssey" movie poster, a new piece

of history on his wall.
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The day culminated in a surprise
party on Satellite Belt K's
observation level. Kemlo and
Krillie, back in their pale uniform
style outfits, stood at the
panoramic window, surrounded by
a lively group of teenage Space
Scouts and excited younger
children. Outside, against the inky
blackness of space, a spectacular
drone show began. Colourful lights
danced and swirled, forming words
that glowed brightly: "Happy
Birthday Kemlo!" followed by a
burst of fireworks-style drones.
Cheers erupted from the crowd,

and Kemlo and Krillie, arm in arm,

v

AT AUSTIN

10

4



