A Meticulous Character Study and Catalogue of E.C.
Eliott’s Kemlo Series (1954-1963)

1. Introduction: Framing the Kemlo Universe and
Character Taxonomy

The Kemlo series represents a significant contribution to Golden Age British juvenile science
fiction, comprising fifteen novels written by Reginald Alec Martin under the pseudonym E. C.
Eliott. Published between 1954 (Kemlo and the Crazy Planet) and 1963 (Kemlo and the Masters of
Space) ', the series established a specific, centralized narrative setting focused on life aboard
Satellite Belt K, one of several orbiting space stations.

1.1. Defining the Kemlo World-Building Constraints

The character structure and roles within the Kemlo books are inherently shaped by the unique
constraints of their environment. Firstly, the central figures are all children born and raised in
space. They breathe "plasmorgia" rather than atmospheric air, making them physiologically
adapted to the vacuum of space but simultaneously reliant on special apparatus, such as
compressed plasmorgia and "gravity rays," to visit Earth.? This fundamental physiological
distinction sets the protagonists apart as a unique, evolved generation.

Secondly, the systematic naming convention dictates the identity of the core cast. All children
born on Satellite Belt K, which is designated by the letter K, are given names starting with that
initial—Kemlo, Krillie, Kerowski, Kartin, and Krinsetta.” This convention immediately establishes
the core protagonists as products of a highly structured, systemic society.

Finally, the narrative maintains a focused age demographic. The series functions within a "Boy's
World" literary context, centered on the adventures of adolescent males known as the Space
Scouts.” This tight focus inherently restricts the appearance and development of individually
named adult characters, who often serve abstract or generalized functional roles within the
satellite community.



1.2. Taxonomy of Named Characters

For analytical precision, the identified individuals in the series are categorized based on their
narrative function and recurrence across the fifteen books:

e Core Protagonists (K-Team): The small, recurring group of space-born adolescents from
Satellite Belt K who serve as the driving force behind the plot and the agents of conflict
resolution.

e Named Transient Characters (Foil/Catalyst): Non-recurring individuals, primarily
Earth-born, who appear in a single book to introduce conflict, tension, or a point of
comparison to the superior space-born civilization.

e Unnamed/Collective Groups (Antagonists/Authority): Figures or organizations integral
to the plots (often as villains or authority figures) who are intentionally denied individual
names, thus emphasizing their systemic, abstract, or purely functional nature.

2. Comprehensive Profile of the Core Protagonists (The
K-Team)

The core cast is remarkable for its stability, anchoring the series across all fifteen volumes. Their
collective existence and shared 'K' initial establish their origin and identity within Satellite Belt K.

2.1. Kemlo

Kemlo is the undisputed central protagonist of the series, appearing throughout all fifteen
published works.? He is consistently identified as male and occupies the leadership role of
Captain of the Space Scouts.® His age is inferred to be in the mid-adolescent range,
approximately 14 to 16 years, reflecting his status as an active, independent adventurer.

As the central figure, Kemlo is the chief problem-solver and the exemplary product of the
space-born civilization. The narrative consistently elevates his competence, often demonstrating
his superiority, both physiological and intellectual, compared to Earth-born visitors.* His
designation as Captain places him at the apex of the juvenile hierarchy, establishing him as an
archetype of post-Earth evolution and competency whose character exists to validate the highly



structured, efficient civilization established on Satellite Belt K.

2.2. Krillie

Krillie is identified as male and is consistently portrayed as Kemlo's closest friend and
companion, frequently accompanying him on initial excursions, such as the trips detailed in
Kemlo and the Crazy Planet and Kemlo and the Zones of Silence.” Krillie is explicitly noted as
being the youngest among the core K-team members.® Based on his close friendship with Kemlo
and his relative youth compared to the other scouts, his approximate age is placed in the
younger adolescent bracket, likely 10 to 12 years.

2.3. Krinsetta

Krinsetta is the most prominent named female character in the series. While she is frequently
identified in general plot summaries as Kemlo's sister “, a specific textual detail from the final
novel,

Kemlo and the Masters of Space, indicates that she is Krillie's older sister. She is a member of
Satellite Belt K, sharing the adolescent age category with the scouts, likely 12 to 14 years old.
Krinsetta is also noted to hold the role of a "leading cadess". Krinsetta appears recurrently in
the series, though her most significant role is in Kemlo and the Zones of Silence, where her
kidnapping by rival space boys serves as the primary plot catalyst.® Her characterization is
notable; she is described as "bossy".” This limited portrayal, alongside her narrative function as a
person requiring rescue, reflects the conservative gender dynamic of the era's juvenile fiction,
where the role of female characters was often confined to providing domestic context or acting
as a trigger/object for male action, thus confirming the series' focus on the "Boy's World" of
adventure.®

2.4. Kartin

Kartin is a male supporting protagonist and a reliable member of the Space Scout core team.*
His age is estimated to be in the adolescent range, approximately 12 to 15 years. Kartin
contributes to the world-building, providing commentary that reflects the space-born



perspective, such as his observation in the final novel,

Kemlo and the Masters of Space, that "You can't have houses in space".'

2.5. Kerowski (‘Krow")

Kerowski, often referred to by the diminutive 'Krow’, is a male supporting Space Scout and a
consistent member of the K-Team. His age is placed in the mid-adolescent category, likely 13 to
15 years.” Kerowski provides texture to the group dynamic; he is distinguished as "tall gangling
pubertal 'Krow' Kerowski," and his physical development, specifically "much humour derived
from the fact that his voice is breaking," is a noted characteristic.” The deliberate inclusion of
Kerowski’s physical signs of puberty serves to firmly establish the physiological age of the
K-Team within a specific developmental stage, providing a relatable benchmark for the target
juvenile audience.

3. Named Transient Characters: The Earth Foils

The narrative introduces a small number of named characters who are explicitly not from
Satellite Belt K, serving primarily to introduce external conflict or thematic contrast. These
characters do not adhere to the 'K' naming convention.

3.1. Dane

Dane is a juvenile male character introduced in the third book, Kemlo and the Sky Horse (1954).
He is identified as Krillie's cousin and, critically, an Earth-born visitor.® Dane’s explicit role is that
of an antagonistic foil; he is characterized by his arrogance, as he "sneers at everything" on
Satellite Belt K and boasts of his own Earth-centric prowess, particularly regarding a mechanical
horse.® His actions necessitate a structured lesson, orchestrated by the Science Master and
Kemlo, resulting in the creation of the New World Pegasus." This literary device immediately
establishes the fundamental dichotomy of the series: the superior, progressive space civilization
(K-Belt) versus the skeptical and arrogant perspectives remaining on Earth.



3.2. Lesa

Lesa is a juvenile female character, also appearing in Kemlo and the Sky Horse as Krillie's cousin
and an Earth-born visitor.® Unlike Dane, Lesa functions as a supportive foil. She is noted to be
"quite prepared to be thrilled by all that she sees on Satellite Belt K".° Her receptive attitude
contrasts sharply with her male counterpart, reinforcing the idea that openness to the space
environment is key to integration, while arrogance (as demonstrated by Dane) leads to conflict
and correction.

4. Analysis of Unnamed and Collective Character
Groups

A significant analytical observation of the Kemlo series is the systematic avoidance of naming
adult figures or complex, individualized human antagonists. The conflict often stems from
collective or generalized threats, which allows the focus to remain strictly on the juvenile Space
Scouts.

4.1. The Unnamed Authority Figure

An example of this depersonalization of authority is the Science Engineering Master from
Earth, who appears in Kemlo and the Sky Horse.® Despite playing a pivotal and influential
role—overhearing Dane’s boasting, determining to teach him a lesson, and cooperating with
Kemlo and the troop leaders to design the New World Pegasus—this figure remains unnamed in
all available synopses.® This choice reinforces the narrative strategy that even when adult
knowledge or guidance is necessary, the individual identity of the authority figure is secondary
to their function, ensuring that Kemlo and the Space Scouts retain their status as the central,
named agents of action and consequence.



4.2. Collective Antagonistic Groups

Antagonists in the series are almost universally presented as collective or abstract entities:

Three Boys from S Belt: These juvenile males from a rival satellite station (S Belt) drive the
conflict in Kemlo and the Zones of Silence, culminating in the kidnapping of Krinsetta.® They
are referenced only as a collective group, suggesting that the tension is systemic (K-Belt
versus S-Belt) rather than stemming from personal rivalry. Had they been individually
named, the K-Belt naming convention suggests their initials would likely follow the 'S' of
their station.*

Mysterious Black-Suited Men: Appearing in later novels such as Kemlo and the Space
Men (1959), these entities signify a shift towards a political and existential threat. They are
described ominously as "black clad men plotting to take over the space stations and
overturn the world government" and, critically, as figures "who are not men" but function as
efficient automatons.* The narrative evolution towards these generalized, machine-like
enemies reflects a thematic progression from simple planetary adventure to a discussion of
political paranoia and totalitarian threats, hinting at potential underlying ideological currents
within the world the children are sworn to defend.”

The Shy Six Hundred: These implied adult visitors from Earth feature in the final book,
Kemlo and the Masters of Space (1963).'° They are characterized by their intense secrecy
and avoidance of detection, being "so chary of having their photographs taken"."” Their
collective designation and suspicious activities link them to a final major conspiracy plot,
maintaining the series’ structural tendency to frame major conflicts around large,
unindividuated external groups.

Abstract/Alien Threats: Many titular antagonists, such as the "Zombie Men," "Star Men,"
and "Martian Ghosts" ?, are not human and function as generalized, non-individuated
dangers that Kemlo and the Scouts must overcome.



5. Definitive Character Catalogue of the Kemlo Series

The following table synthesizes the analysis, providing a comprehensive catalogue of all
individuals explicitly named within the E. C. Eliott Kemlo series (1954-1963), based on available

synopses and detailed textual reviews.

Table 1: Named Characters in the Kemlo Series (E.C. Eliott, 1954-1963)

figure

Character Gender Approxima Affiliation Role in the Key
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Kartin Male Adolescent Satellite Supporting Recurring,
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recurring
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6. Conclusion: The Structural Integrity of Eliott's Cast

The study of the Kemlo series reveals that E. C. Eliott successfully sustained a fifteen-book
adventure narrative using an extremely limited and functionally rigid cast of seven named
characters. The structural rigidity of the K-Team, reinforced by the thematic naming convention,
is a defining characteristic of the series’ literary architecture.

This constrained character environment serves a critical narrative purpose: the systematic
depersonalization of non-protagonists. By restricting specific, identifiable names solely to the
core juvenile K-Team (and their short-lived counterparts, Dane and Lesa), the author achieves
two significant outcomes. First, the strategy ensures that juvenile agency remains paramount;
the named children are the only actors with true personal identity and moral accountability,
validating the target audience’s desire for independent adolescent heroism. Kemlo's status as
Captain is continually affirmed by his ability to resolve threats that transcend the capability of
generalized adult figures.

Second, the consistent use of collective nouns for antagonists—such as the "Three Boys from S
Belt," the "Mysterious Black-Suited Men," and "The Shy Six Hundred"—transforms human
conflict from personal rivalry into abstract, systemic confrontations. This generalization of the
enemy allows the books to explore increasingly complex thematic elements, including political
conspiracy and authoritarian paranoia in the later volumes, without necessitating complex
character development for the villains. Ultimately, the meticulous organization of Eliott’s cast,
focused on a core group of space-born juvenile leaders, defines the series as a classic example
of ideologically focused, high-action British space adventure tailored precisely for its target
demographic.
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