Edinburgh Tourist and Transport Info
April 20th, 2009

Interesting places to visit in or near Edinburgh: 

1. New Parliament House, Royal Mile: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Parliament_House,_Edinburgh 
2. The Royal yacht Britannia, Ocean Terminal, Leith Dock
a. http://www.stuckonscotland.co.uk/edinburgh/leith.html
b. Bus 1, 11, 22 from the Princes Street, also look out for buses painted with Britannia on them
3. Hopetoun House: grand stately mansion, north west of Edinburgh, probably can go by train to South Queensferry and then by Taxi from there: 
a. http://www.hopetounhouse.com/ 
b. To check which train to take, check out National Rail or ScotlRail web sites below
c. Map: http://www.multimap.com/maps/?qs=EH30+9SL&countryCode=GB#map=55.96547,-3.25118|12|32&bd=useful_information&loc=GB:55.99277:-3.45984:16|EH30%209SL|EH30%209SL 

4. Lauriston Castle: Cramond Road South, Davidson's Mains, Tel: 0131 336 2060
a. http://www.cac.org.uk/venues/lauriston.htm 
5. SouthQueensFerry: 
a. For a lovely walk by the river opening to the ocean and visiting a small array of interesting small shops

6. Cramond Seaside:

a. A lovely walk besides the Forth 
b. Waling for 2 hours to the west to reach South Queensferry

c. Bus 41 passes by Forrest Hills all the way to Cramond (terminal stop), see the bus map below Lothian Regional Bus link. 
7. North Berwick: seaside, natural wild bird watching via observatory with web cam, or taking boat out to visit the small island called Bathrock. 
8. National Gallery of Scotland
a. At the mount, near Princes Street, Edinburgh
b. http://www.nationalgalleries.org/ 
9. Modern Art Museum

a. West of the West End and the Princes Street, near the river called Water of Leith, a lovely walk along the river. 

b. 75 Belford Road, Edinburgh, EH4 3DR
c. Free entry
d. Map: http://www.multimap.com/maps/?qs=EH30+9SL&countryCode=GB#map=55.95104,-3.22527|15|32&bd=useful_information&loc=GB:55.95104:-3.22527:16|EH4%203DR%20|EH4%203DR 
10. City Tourist Bus (Guide Friday)*: http://www.guidefriday.com/edinburgh_map.pdf
11. Royal Botanic Garden: http://www.information-britain.co.uk/showPlace.cfm?Place_ID=2192 
12. Edinburgh theatre program listing: http://www.edinburghguide.com/aande/theatre/listings.shtml
13. Edinburgh Festival Theatre: http://www.eft.co.uk/ 
14. Playhouse Theatre: http://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/venue/uk3/1137/ 
15. Edinburgh Zoo: http://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/ 
16. Edinburgh Fringe Program: http://www.edfringe.com/shows/  (summer only)
17. Edinburgh Tattoo: http://www.edintattoo.co.uk/  (summer only)
18. Hill Walking: http://www.conneryscottishwalks.co.uk/arthurs_seat.html
19. Natural History Museum, Dynamic Earth: http://www.dynamicearth.co.uk/
20. Edinburgh’s New Year party, Hogmanay:  http://www.hogmanay.net/edinburgh/edinburgh.shtml, http://www.edinburghshogmanay.org/ 

Interesting places to go beyond Edinburgh with transportation:

1. Blair Castle: a hunting hut, PH18 5SR
a. http://www.blair-castle.co.uk/thecastle/highlights.asp 
2. Scone Palace, Pershire: 

a. http://www.scone-palace.co.uk/content/view/9/18/
3. The Burrell Collection, Glasgow
a. Free entry

b. First by train to Glasgow, then possibly by bus/coach/taxi

c. http://www.glasgowmuseums.com/venue/index.cfm?venueid=1 
d. Pollok Country Park, 2060 Pollokshaws Road, Glasgow, G43 1AT 

e. Phone: 0141 287 2550
4. Isle of Arran

5. Loch Ness and Nessie: 

a. http://www.loch-ness-scotland.com/visitinfopage/visitorinfo.htm
b. http://www.lochness-centre.com/
c. http://www.nessie.co.uk/
6. Oban and Lorn: 

a. http://www.oban.org.uk/
b. http://www.scotland-info.co.uk/oban.htm
7. Isle of Skye: 

a. http://www.skye.co.uk/skye-regions-home.html 

b. http://www.scotland-inverness.co.uk/skye.htm
8. Fort William: http://www.visit-fortwilliam.co.uk/
9. Photos of the highest mountain in Scotland, Ben Nevis: http://www.lochaberinternet.co.uk/webcams/bennevis.asp
10. Island of Inchcolm, an island just outside of Edinburgh: http://www.scotland247.co.uk/inchcolm-abbey2.htm, http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/op_ourproperties_searchdetail?id=90166, http://groups.msn.com/c-housportfolio/inchcolmisland.msnw, http://65.54.244.250/cgi-bin/linkrd?_lang=EN&lah=1ec6284a3cc7b0a296e088da83b7c0ef&lat=1086646989&hm___action=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2emaidoftheforth%2eco%2euk%2f 
Country Parks:

1. West Lothian: http://www.visitwestlothian.co.uk/parks_pleasures.htm 

a. Almondell and Calderwood Country Park, by Broxburn, EH52 5PE, 01506 882254 - Country Park, visitor centre, café, riverside walks,  children play area, picnic and BBQ facilities, (http://www.aboutbritain.com/AlmondellAndCalderwoodCountryPark.htm )
b.  Beecraigs Country Park, Beecraigs, by Linlithgow, EH52 5PE, 01506 844516 - Forest walks, deer and trout farm, canoeing, kayaking, caravan park, restaurant. (http://www.beecraigs.com/ )
c.  Polkemmet Country Park, Polkemmet, by Whitburn, EH47 0AD, 01501 743905 - Old estate of mature woodland 

2. Calderglen Country Park, Strathaven Road, East Kilbride, G75 0QZ

a. Café, children zoo, play area, garden and conservatory. 
b. http://www.activitypoint.co.uk/cgi-bin/list.cgi?r=scotland.N21&e=74(CalderglenCountryPark) 

c. http://guide.visitscotland.com/vs/guide/5,en,SCH1/objectId,SIG49594Svs,curr,GBP,season,at1,selectedEntry,home/home.html 

Fisheries:

· Allandale Tarn Fishery: http://www.allandaletarn.com/ 
Wildlife Watching:
· May 17 – July 12, 2009 – Firth of seabird cruises, RSPB: http://www.rspb.org.uk/datewithnature/sites/firthofforth/index.asp   

Edinburgh Taxis:   

· Edinburgh Central Radio Taxi

Tel: 229-2468 *

· City Cab
Tel: 228-1211

· Radio Cabs
Tel: 225-9000

· Computer Cab
Tel: 272-8000 

Useful Telephone Numbers:

1. Lothian Regional Transport (enquiry about bus): 
a. Tel: 0131 555-6363

b. www.lothianbuses.com
c. Bus route map: 
i. http://www.lothianbuses.com/routemap.php  
ii. http://www.lothianbuses.com/downloads/timetables/ROUTEMAP090118.pdf 

2. Traveline, travel information in general: 
a. Tel: 0870 608-2608
b. www.traveline.org.uk
3. Train: National Rail
a. Tel: 08457-48 49 50
4. Train: First ScotRail, Scottish Railway
a. Tel: 08457-55 00 33 ext 1 + 2
b. http://www.firstgroup.com/scotrail/ 
5. Train: National Express

a. 08457 225-225 (8-8pm)
6. Edinburgh Tourist Information Center
a. Tel: 0845 225-5121

b. http://www.edinburgh.org 

Cheap day return train ticket, ScotRail: 
· Not valid before 9:15am, and 

· Not valid between: 4:42pm – 6:09pm

Map Facilities: 

1. Multimap: (use postcode to search for location) 
a. http://www.multimap.com/maps/?qs=EH30+9SL&countryCode=GB#map=55.96317,-3.31882|12|4&bd=useful_information&loc=GB:55.99277:-3.45984:16|EH30%209SL|EH30%209SL
2. Google map
Edinburgh Tourist Information Web Sites:

· http://www.touristpublications.co.uk/ 

· http://www.edinburgh.org/  

· Historic Scotland: http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/  

· Other info: http://www.craigmoss.co.uk/edinburgh.html,  http://theoracle.co.uk. 

Edinburgh Summer Festivals: 

· http://www.rampantscotland.com/diary/diary_gathering.htm
· http://www.rampantscotland.com/gathering/index.htm  

 

 

