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Edinburgh Farmer’s Market:   (every Saturday) http://www.edinburghcc.com/ECC/farm_market.htm 
New Year’s 4 days Party: December29th  - Jan 1st 
http://www.stuckonscotland.co.uk/edinburgh/hogmanay-information.html 

Scotland’s Gardens: opens from February onward: http://www.gardensofscotland.org/index.aspx
February – Chinese New Year 
March 27th, change to summer time, bring forward one hour. (Summer time 1am, March 27 – 1am, October 30th). http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.com/info/bst.htm.

April 4-18, 2009 - Edinburgh International Science Festival - http://www.sciencefestival.co.uk/
April 21, 22, 2007 – Historic Scotland Free Weekend - Every year, for one weekend only in April, all Historic Scotland’s properties are opened to the public for FREE. This includes Edinburgh, Stirling and St Andrew Castles. These properties are normally open during 9.30am - 5.30pm. Last admission 5.00pm, unless stated otherwise. See more information below: 

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/, 

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/news-full-article.htm?articleid=4267, http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/news.htm, http://www.instirling.com/events/events.html. 

Historic Scotland Properties: 

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/properties/properties_special_offers/freeweekend/freeweekendsites.htm#perthshire 

Properties with gardens: (all summer) 
Dirleton Castle and Gardens, North Berwick (normally adult £4.5)
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/properties/properties_sites_detail.htm?propertyID=PL_089 

Edzell Castle and Garden, Perthshire (normally adult £4.5)

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/properties/properties_sites_detail.htm?propertyID=PL_129
Visitors can see the country's finest and most famous castles, abbeys and prehistoric monuments for free during Historic Scotland's annual Open Weekend. Last year more than 60,000 people took advantage of the offer which applies to more than 70 attractions across Scotland. During the Open Weekend a family of four going to Edinburgh Castle can save £26.60. The Open Weekend is a great opportunity to see a whole variety of fascinating attractions. 

There is also a chance to save up to £5 on Historic Scotland membership if you sign up on either day. Membership brings a variety of benefits including free entry to Historic Scotland's 74 staffed properties and a 20% discount in its shops. There is also free entry to all daytime events and discounts on evening ticketed events.

All properties will be open from 9.30 am to 6.30 pm during the Open Weekend unless otherwise stated. 

Call 0131 668 8800 for details or visit www.historic-scotland.gov.uk

April 30 – Beltane Festival – http://www.beltane.org/en/history/index.en.shtml 
The Celtic Quarter-Day festivals of Samhuinn, Imbolc, Beltane and Lughnasadh have an ancient history in both Scotland and the wider Celtic world. 
May 13-20, 2009 – Isle of Arran Wildlife Festival http://www.arranwildlife.co.uk/2009_programme.html 
May 17 – July 12, 2009 – Firth of seabird cruises, RSPB
http://www.rspb.org.uk/datewithnature/sites/firthofforth/index.asp 

End of May, early June – annual events - West Lothian Highland Shows, Gala events throughout West Lothian. 
(1) Bathgate and W. Lothian highland shows 2008: This year's Bathgate & West Lothian Highland Games takes place on Saturday 31st May, beginning 11am in Meadow Park, Bathgate. (Not far off to the West of Livingston, opposite to the Bathgate train station). Price: free? http://www.bathgatehighlandgames.org.uk/
(2) Livingston Village Gala Day: Venue - Livingston Village primary School & Ethicon Grounds, Kirkton Campus (June 7th, 2008) http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/sitecontent/events/latest-events/livingstonvillagegaladay. 
End of May, early June – Gardening Scotland – an annual event – May 30-June 1, 2008, the Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston, Edinburgh. Price: 14 (Fri) and 12 (Sat and Sun) pounds per person, 3 pounds for car park. http://www.gardeningscotland.com/. 

June 18-29, 2008 – International Film Festival: http://www.edfilmfest.org.uk/ 
June 21 – the longest day 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/weatherwise/factfiles/basics/earthsun_daysandseasons.shtml.  (Dec 22, is the shortest day: http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/space/solarsystem/earth/solsticescience.shtml). 

Aug 10-16, 2009

Edinburgh Interactive Festival 2009, Edinburgh city centre. (e.g. gaming type of exhibition) 
http://www.edinburghinteractivefestival.com/ 
August or Sepeptember (Aug 15 in Lunar Calendar) – Chinese Moon Festival. 
September –Scotland Doors Open Day – free entries to many historical Scotland buildings during specified days in September: buildings of every shape and description - mediaeval castles, stately homes, former factories and hospitals, kirks, mosques and temples, cottages, even a new environmentally-friendly house built from car-tyres - permit the public to enter free of charge. Many are not usually accessible to visitors. Some sites offer tours, exhibitions, live music, or special activities for children and young people; others simply let visitors look around at their own pace. It is a great opportunity to enjoy Scotland's fine architecture and heritage first-hand, and an exciting educational and cultural resource. See more info below: 

http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/opendays/ (Mozilla only, needs cookie set) 

http://www.midlothian.gov.uk/Article.aspx?TopicId=0&ArticleId=19500
http://www.list.co.uk/event/124366-doors-open-days-2007/ 

http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/hs.htm (Mozilla only, needs cookie set)

http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/ed.htm (Mozilla only, needs cookie set)

September: a list of interesting activities: http://www.list.co.uk/place/18394-various-venues/ (last updated: 2007) 
Oct 1 - The first date to get Mahogany tickets: 
http://www.edinburghshogmanay.org/ 

Oct 31 – change to winter time (move clock backward one hour at 1am). http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.com/info/bst.htm.

Nov 25 - Edinburgh’s German Christmas Market  This highly popular annual Edinburgh Christmas event normally commence on the 25th of November and it will run for a period of 4 weeks. As usual the German Christmas Market is situated in East Princes Street Gardens in the shadow of the Walter Scott Monument. 
Nov 30 – St. Andrew’s day - Scotland’s National Day – Edinburgh Castle and Royal Mile neighbour the Scotch Whisky Heritage Centre will be free to all visitors on 30th November, in honour of St Andrew’s Day, see more at: 
· http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/news-full-article.htm?articleid=13865. 
· http://www.scotland.org/standrewsday/visit-for-free/edinburgh.html 
November 30 - St Andrews Day Free Admission – properties normally open from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm. This annual event allows free admission to Edinburgh Castle, St Andrews Castle and St Andrews Cathedral on Scotland's national day. The day is also the anniversary of the return of the Stone of Destiny to Scotland. It was returned to Edinburgh Castle on 30 November 1996, 700 years after it was taken to England by Edward I. It remains a potent symbol of Scotland and sits beside the Crown Jewels and Honours of Scotland within the castle.   

http://www.instirling.com/events/events.html. 

St. Andrew day’s Events:  from Nov 30 – December 1st, 2005 

http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/events/results.html?category=9, and 

http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/events/details.html?id=200. 

December 14th – Santa Run at Princess Garden
December 22nd – the shortest day. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/weatherwise/factfiles/basics/earthsun_daysandseasons.shtml.   
http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/space/solarsystem/earth/solsticescience.shtml 

Christmas Day: Dec 25th
Boxing Day: Dec 26th 

Edinburgh Xmas Calendar and Events: Nov – December
1. 2007 main events:  http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/whats-on/main+event?page=1 
2. http://www.stuckonscotland.co.uk/edinburgh/christmas-information.html
3. http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/
4. http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/events/results.html?category=4&page=2
5. http://www.visitscotland.com/sitewide/decevents 

For other information about Edinburgh, also see Edinburgh News: http://www.edinburghcastle.biz/news.html. 

Other events:  

Tzu Chi Buddhist Compassion Relief Edinburgh

Meditation Days 

5.30-7.00 pm, the first Friday of every month  

Edinburgh Buddhist Centre

30 Melville Terrace

EdinburghEH9 1LP  

Scheduled Dates: 
6th Jun, 4th Jul, 1st Aug, 5th Sep, 3rd Oct, 7th Nov, 5th Dec. 

Activities: meditation, chatting, experience sharing (charity work & culture sharing)

Everyone is welcome for all religions and none 

Attendance is free but donations (£1 or £2 each time) are also welcome.

