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Styling – getting started
· Try to create a consistent look, one that is recognizable as the same person each time.
· Have a PG rating look as a starter so that you are permitted to go to any region. (Some regions are restricted to PG only). 
· Create a set of “base” clothing and look, such as hair style, skin tone, shoes, under-garments, etc, in a base folder so that they can be reused for many different outfits. 
· Create different outfits in different folders for a range of occasions, possible 3 or 4 outfits. 
· Get a pair of nice shoes that is general purpose and reusable for many different outfits. 

· Get a prime or good Flexi hair. 
· Get relevant AO, in particular anti-idler so that your SL will not expire while not minimized. Posing AOs are also worth of getting. 
· Get essential animations, gestures and attachments. 
· Get other things to establish a unique and high quality persona in SL. You can shape the body and look by going into the “Appearance” option of your Avatar. 
Important Steps

Do all tutorials in the Orientation and Help Islands. To exit the Orientation Island, click on the word “Exit” on the billboard at the central intersection of the Island. (Some Avatars have been flying around a lot and could not find a way out.)
Get as many useful freebies as necessary once the avatar is created, including when you are within the help island and after you have left. 
Spend some time looking round the stores and searching for items using the Search Tool to get your own look and style.  The freebie and nearly free stores (often items cost just L$1) are also worth of visiting. Free Dove is a good place to start. 
To dress up, choose a suitable Body Shape and Skin first. 

Orientation Island

Follow the tutorials, take care to get free Linden Dollars ($30?), freebies (e.g. clothes, textures, furniture, vehicles, etc) from the Freebie store. 
Some items are offered via the “touch” option by using the right-click menu; others are offered via the “buy” button – but as they are offered at 0 dollars, they are free essentially. 
Freebies Stores
Free Dove – it offers many nice free items, including designer items. Get as many items as required.  Consider get the box labelled Penguin Studios on the Women Shoe table – the colour of the strips and platforms of its platform shoes can be modified, therefore useful. 
Robin Wood’s shop, Benten (18, 99) – offers FREE non-transparent socks (highly recommended – as this will allow a more natural view from the bottom of your shoes when flying).  The same package also offers FREE gloves that provide details of fingernails. 
Shop Onrez - Cheap or free items on offer for Second Life, $L1 and $L5 at web sites: 

· http://shop.onrez.com/item/352255
· http://shop.onrez.com/search/?&Maturity=Safe&SortBy=best_match&Category=40
· http://shop.onrez.com/item/352255
Shoe Stores
Prim shoes are essential and much better than the newbie avatar shoes.  Some great free ones are available at The Free Dove, or good quality ones are at the Lassitude & Ennui (expensive). 
Couture Isle (83 88, 48) – to get (sparkle) shoes and cloth – recommended 

Skin Store

Naughty Island (Cost about L$1400-1900) – all are good for a good professional look – recommended. 
For skin selection – if you want to have a sophisticated look – buy a plainer skin and buy a make up set separately. 
Hair Stores
Calico Kitty – recommended
Hairspray, ETD, Panache 
Cloth Shops
Blaze (Columbia) – highly recommended for informal and semi-formal cloth
Nyte – good quality casual wear - recommended
Agapema (14, 88, 29) – this is a shop branch of Fio Fum
Fio Fum (172, 45, 21) – jewelleries, dresses, holds Diva Style Collection
Solange -

Moonwell –

Body shape shop: 

Colette's Body Shop, Glow Estates (155, 104) – recommended 
Posing Style

You want to walk properly and not wiggle around like a newbie. You can get a proper "Animation Over-rider" (AO).  There are some good free ones, but great sets are available at Abranimations. Check out the poses in advance in the store before selecting the ones you like.  Note that you will sometimes have to turn off the AO when sitting down, or using other animations. 
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